2011 Hunting Access Guide

y ‘ NOTICE: Due to extensive flooding in 2011, many roads, including county
' : roads and main travel routes, were damaged. Some roads may still be !
closed during hunting season. When planning a hunt, if unsure, we suggest }
-% contacting the appropriate land management agency or county office to ‘
4 i determine road status in the area you plan to hunt. Contact information for
i counties can be found in the Montana Directory of Maps at http://fwp.mt.gov/ t
i ! hunting/hunterAccess/toolkit.html and land management agency contact
s information can be found elsewhere in this Hunting Access Guide.
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ABOUT THE PROGRAM....

BLOCK MANAGEMENT provides managed public hunting free
of charge on private and isolated public land enrolled through cooperative
agreements between Fish, Wildlife, & Parks (FWP), private landowners,
and public land management agencies.

MANAGEMENT

e Landowners do not forfeit any private property rights by enrolling land, including the right to deny
access for cause and the right to enforce ranch rules;

e Every Block Management Area (BMA) has rules specific to that BMA. It is the hunter’s responsibility
to know the rules for a BMA being hunted;

e Hunters with special needs are encouraged to contact the regional FWP office to determine if
opportunities exist to meet specific needs;

e Hunters should sign permission slips only for the actual days of hunting. Signing for additional days
costs program dollars that could be used to enroll other BMA properties;

e Hunters should cancel reservations if unable to hunt on the reserved day. Failure to cancel reservations
may result in cancellation of future BMA privileges;

e Hunter behavior determines whether or not landowners participate in the program. Courteous, legal,
and ethical behavior keeps gates open. Please report any violations.

e There are two types of BMAs:

o Type 1 BMA: area where hunters administer their own permission. This includes BMAs that
use sign-in boxes, and BMAs that do not require hunters to obtain permission. Typically, Type
1 BMAs do not limit hunter numbers or require reservations, although some parking areas have
vehicle limits.

o Type Il BMA: area where someone other than the hunter issues permission.
This includes BMAs where the landowner or an FWP staff member issues permission. Type II
BMAs often require reservations and utilize pasture assignments, hunter number limits, and other
hunter management systems.

e BMA Maps:

o Each region has its own policy regarding distribution of maps. Some regions provide a specific
number of maps per hunter per day, while other regions may only provide maps at the BMA site
when the hunter receives permission. Please refer to the regional information in this guide to
determine how a particular region handles map distribution.

o For the 2011 hunting season, FWP will provide some BMA maps electronically on the FWP
website at http://fwp.mt.gov/hunting/hunterAccess/privateLand/blockman/
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REGION 6 BLOCK MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, 2011

Region 6 has over 300 ranches enrolling over 1,300,000 acres in Block Management. These
areas offer excellent opportunity to hunt whitetail and mule deer, elk, antelope, upland game
birds, and waterfowl. Most of our Block Management Areas (BMAs) are open from
September 1 to December 31, but some open early for the early antelope season. Some
landowners, including those not enrolled in Block Management, may be able to
accommodate hunters with special needs. Hunters are encouraged to contact our regional
FWP Office to determine if opportunities exist to meet specific needs.

Two kinds of BMAs are available in Region 6, classified as Type I and Type Il BMAs. In
this region, Type | BMAs are areas in which hunters administer their own permission by
using daily sign in boxes. Type Il BMAs are areas in which written permission is given to
the hunters by landowners.

Hunters can obtain specific BMA maps and rules on site at sign-in box locations, on line at
fwp.mt.gov (available in August) or at landowner residences. Region 6 maps showing all
BMAs are on display at the Glasgow and Havre offices and will also be available online at
fwp.mt.gov. The Region 6 Hunting Access Guide detailing all Region 6 BMAs is available
through the regional offices or online at the beginning of August. Hunters can also use this
guide to compare BMAs on the included regional map, with the correlating BMA
description charts to compare size, geographical location, and hunting opportunities desired.

The Region 6 Block Management Staff encourages you to share your experience on specific
BMAs by sending comment cards, pictures, or letters to the Glasgow office, or by dropping
off comment or survey cards in sign-in boxes. We share these with landowners to show
your appreciation, or to help improve the program.

Chouteau County

The majority of Chouteau County is comprised of private land. Significant blocks of BLM
lands are located along the Missouri River. There are 2 ranches with over 16,000 acres of
land enrolled in the program within the county.

There are high population densities of mule deer along the Missouri and Marias Rivers, and
south of the Bear Paw Mountains. There is a healthy population of white-tailed deer along
the Missouri and Marias River bottoms and associated CRP acreage. Antelope occur in
moderate to high densities near Big Sandy, especially west in the agricultural areas.

There are good numbers of sharp-tailed grouse in the foothills of the Bear Paw Mountains
and good numbers of partridge throughout the county. Pheasants are found mostly along
CRP and streams. A low population of sage grouse can be found along the Missouri
Breaks.

There are excellent duck and goose hunting opportunities along the Missouri River.



Hill County

The majority of Hill County is comprised of private land. There are 3 ranches with over
17,000 acres enrolled in the program within the county.

Due to harsh winter conditions, mule deer numbers have decreased to average population
densities around the Bear Paw Mountains and low populations along the Milk River.
White-tailed deer can be found throughout the Bear Paws and along the Milk River.
Antelope are scattered in moderate densities due to limited habitat.

Sharp-tailed grouse can be found in brushy coulees in the Bear Paw Mountains and on the
prairies. Sage grouse numbers are limited due to small amounts of habitat available.
Partridge can be found throughout the county in good populations, but numbers may be
down due to wet spring conditions. Pheasants are found in moderate populations along the
Milk River area.

Ducks and geese are found throughout the county.

Blaine County

About 50% of Blaine County is made up of private land. Significant blocks of BLM are
located in the north and southeast portions of the county. Over 50 ranches with over
350,000 acres are enrolled in the Block Management program in this county.

Mule deer surveys indicate numbers are below average in North Blaine County due to the
harsh winter. White-tailed deer are found along the Milk River area and throughout the Bear
Paw Mountains. Antelope numbers are below average in North Blaine County, but are fair
in South Blaine.

Sharp-tailed grouse occur mainly in brushy coulees in the Bear Paws and are at good
population levels this year; however numbers may be spotty throughout the county due to a
wet, cool spring and harsher winter. Sage grouse populations are low throughout Blaine
County due to the lack of sagebrush habitat. Partridge can be found throughout the county
in good populations, but numbers may be down due to wet spring conditions. Pheasants can
be found in moderate to high populations along the Milk River area. However, pheasant
numbers are currently below average along the Milk River in Blaine County.

Ducks and geese are found throughout the county, primarily in manmade reservoirs, and
wetland conditions are excellent this year which should result in good waterfowl hunting
opportunities this fall.

Phillips County

Although the majority of Phillips County is private land, large amounts of BLM land also
occur throughout the county. The Charles M. Russell (CMR) National Wildlife Refuge is
located along the south edge of Phillips County and borders Fort Peck Reservoir. Bowdoin
NWR, as well as several small Waterfowl Production Areas and Wildlife Management
Areas, are also found here. There are more than 30 ranches with over 170,000 acres
enrolled in Block Management in this county.




There is good mule deer, white-tailed deer and antelope habitat across the county; however,
recent hard winters have caused decreases in populations. Mule deer are generally found in
the prairie, badlands and breaks habitats, while white-tailed deer are located along the Milk
River bottom and in areas associated with agriculture in North and South Phillips County.
CRP fields can also be excellent places to hunt for white-tailed deer. Almost all whitetail
hunting is on private land, but many landowners will grant permission to hunt when asked.

Elk numbers are currently at high levels in HD 622. The vast majority of elk are found in
the Missouri River Breaks and Larb Hills and all elk hunting is by special permit only in
these areas. Hunters having an elk permit should be prepared to hike at least a mile away
from roads and have some means to retrieve their elk (game cart, pack, horses, etc...) since
most elk are quickly pushed into secure habitat away from roads and trails.

Upland bird numbers are expected to be fair this fall due to a severe winter and a cooler &
wetter spring; however, greater than average spring precipitation has resulted in excellent
summer habitat conditions. Upland game bird numbers can also vary throughout the
county due to localized weather conditions, such as severe thunderstorms and hail. Pheasant
hunting opportunities are getting more difficult due to limited access on private land and
heavy hunting pressure on public lands, including Bowdoin National Wildlife Refuge.
Wetland conditions and waterfowl populations are excellent across Phillips County due to
abundant spring moisture and good runoff so good waterfowl hunting opportunities should
be present this fall.

Valley County

The majority of Valley County is private land. Large amounts of BLM are located
throughout the county. The Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge is located in the
southern portion. Two Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) are located near Hinsdale.
There are over 40 ranches with nearly 180,000 acres enrolled in the program in the county.

Mule deer populations occur across the county. Mule deer numbers declined significantly
due to the record breaking winter, and are currently below long term averages. Surveys

indicate winter mortality across all age classes. Although habitat conditions are excellent
this summer, expect fewer mature bucks this year, and fewer fawns and yearlings as well.

White-tailed deer can be found throughout Valley County and especially along the Milk
River Valley. White-tailed deer also took a hit during the historical winter, and are down
significantly along the Milk River, but numbers are still moderate to good and some game
damage situations may persist in areas within the valley.

Antelope populations suffered historical declines as a result of the severe winter. Although
they can be found throughout the county, numbers this year are down significantly. .

The majority of elk are found in the Missouri River Breaks and all elk hunting is by special
permit only in these areas. Elk numbers are within population objectives in HDs 631 and
632.

Sharp-tail grouse numbers are fair year, and are found mainly in the northern part of the
county and in the Missouri Breaks. Sage grouse numbers are good this year, and are best



found in the southern part of the county. Partridge populations are spotty. Pheasant
populations are below long-term averages. They are typically found within the Milk River
Valley, but besides the severe winter, the entire river valley suffered moderate to major
flooding from April through June. Pheasants can also be found in CRP and other associated
habitat outside the river valley.

Waterfowl can be found throughout the county in stock ponds and along the Milk and
Missouri River. Due to very high amounts of snow melt and spring rainfall, natural ponds
and depressions are full of water so waterfowl will likely be spread out more throughout the
county and good waterfowl hunting opportunities should be present this fall.

McCone County

The east half of McCone County is mainly privately owned. BLM acreage increases in the
west. The Charles M. Russell National Wildlife Refuge is located on the extreme west
border. There are more than 20 ranches with nearly 140,000 acres enrolled in the program
in the Region Six Portion of the county. There are also some BMAs located in the county
that are administered by Region Seven.

Mule deer are found throughout the county especially in rougher country and populations
are at long-term averages. Some game damage has been occurring in and around the town
of Circle. Otherwise, mule deer populations have declined somewhat since 2010.

There are good populations of white-tailed deer along the Missouri River area and CRP and
in some cases, are causing considerable game damage on private lands.

The antelope populations also declined due to the winter. They are best found in the
southern half of the county.

Sharp-tailed grouse numbers are fair and can be found in rough/brushy country. Sage
grouse populations are good and can be found in sagebrush habitat. Partridge are found in
spotty populations. The best areas to find pheasants are along the Missouri River areas and
CRP.

Waterfowl can be found throughout the county at stock ponds and along the Missouri River
and wetland conditions and waterfowl numbers are very good this year.

Richland County

The majority of Richland County is privately owned. Hunting access is fair, except along the
Missouri River where access is more restricted. There are 16 ranches with over 70,000 acres
enrolled in the program in the Region Six part of the county. There are additional BMAs
located in the south and east portions of the county administered by Region Seven.

White-tailed deer and mule deer are found in good numbers throughout the county. Antelope
are expected to be below average following harsh winter conditions in 2010.

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant numbers are good in the majority of the county, while
partridge are found in spotty populations. Habitat conditions have been good and the county
is producing good numbers of upland game birds. The turkey population is fair and is
strongest along the Missouri and Yellowstone River bottoms.



Waterfowl can be found throughout the county in stock ponds and along the Yellowstone and
Missouri Rivers. Wetland conditions have been good in 2011 and good waterfowl hunting
opportunities should be present this fall.

Roosevelt County

The majority of Roosevelt County is comprised of private land. Hunting access on private
land is good except for along the Missouri River. This county has over 50 ranches with
nearly 95,000 acres enrolled in the program.

White-tailed deer are distributed throughout the county and populations are at average levels.
There are good numbers of mule deer found in rough topography adjacent to the Missouri
River. The county contains limited antelope habitat that supports a few antelope.

Following tough winter conditions in 2010, sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant populations are
currently at or slightly below average levels. Habitat conditions are good and numbers of
young are expected to be decent this year. Partridge populations are spotty. Turkey
populations are limited to the Missouri River bottom.

Waterfowl hunting opportunities are good, with abundant precipitation seen so far in 2011.

Daniels County
Daniels County is comprised of about 50% private land and 50% state owned land. There
are over 15 ranches with over 40,000 acres enrolled in the program.

White-tailed deer populations are at average levels. Mule deer populations are currently
above average. Antelope populations are fair in suitable habitat, but will be limited
following harsh winter conditions in 2010.

Sharp-tailed grouse populations have rebounded to average levels. Pheasant and partridge
populations are fair. Favorable habitat conditions exist across the county and production of
young birds is expected to be good.

Waterfowl hunting opportunities are expected to be good, with abundant precipitation seen in
2011.

Sheridan County

The majority of Sheridan County is comprised of private land. Parts of the Medicine Lake
National Wildlife Refuge and numerous Waterfowl Production Areas are open to public
hunting. Contact the refuge headquarters for further information (406-783-2305). In the
county, there are nearly 50 ranches with more than 90,000 acres of land enrolled in Block
Management.

White-tailed deer populations are at average levels and mule deer populations are above
average. Antelope populations will be limited following harsh winter conditions in 2010.

Sharp-tailed grouse and pheasant populations have rebounded to average levels. Partridge
populations are fair. Habitat conditions in 2011 are good for upland game birds and
production of young is expected to be decent. Waterfowl hunting opportunities are expected
to be good due to the abundant precipitation seen in 2011.
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Bureau of
Land Management

1.5, DEPARTHENT OF THE INTENOR
VUREAY OF LANOD MANARBMENT

Offices

For a current index of recreation maps
contact BLM’s state office in Billings.

Up-to-date 1:100,000 Surface Minerals
Management Quadrangle Maps are also available
from the state office for $4.00 each, as is a current
index of these maps. Additional information is
available on the BLM website at www.mt.blm.gov .

If you want to know more about outdoor recreation
in Montana, contact any of these Bureau of Land
Management Offices:

MONTANA STATE OFFICE
5001 Southgate Drive
Billings MT 59101

(406) 896-5000

HAVRE FIELD STATION
1704 Second St West
PO Drawer 911

Havre MT 59501-0911
(406) 262-2820
BILLINGS FIELD OFFICE

5001 Southgate Drive LEWISTOWN FIELD OFFICE
Billings MT 59101 Airport Road
PO Box 1160

(406) 896-5013 -
Lewistown MT 59457

(406) 538-1900

BUTTE FIELD OFFICE
106 North Parkmont MALTA FIELD OFFICE
PO Box 3388 501S 2nd StE

Butte MT 59701

PO Box B
Malta MT 59538-0047
(406) 654-5100

(406) 533-7600

DILLON FIELD OFFICE
1005 Selway Drive
Dillon MT 59725-9431
(406) 683-2337

MILES CITY FIELD OFFICE
111 Garryowen Rd.

Miles City MT 59301

(406) 233-2800
GLASGOW FIELD STATION
605 2nd Ave. S Room 206
P.O. Box 871

Glasgow MT 59230

(406) 228-3750

MISSOULA FIELD OFFICE
3255 Ft. Missoula Rd.
Missoula MT 59804

(406) 329-3914

GREAT FALLS FIELD OFFICE
1101 15th St. N

Great Falls, MT 59403

(406) 791-7700

U.S. Fish and Wildlife

Service Offices

NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES

MONTANA OFFICES

BENTON LAKE NWR
922 Bootlegger Trail
Great Falls, MT 59404
(406) 727-7400

BOWDOIN NWR
(Black Coulee, Creedman Coulee,
Hewitt Lake, Lake Thibadeau)

7 miles East Old Hwy #2

HC 65, Box 5700

Malta MT 59538

(406) 654-2863

CHARLES M. RUSSELL NWR
Airport Road

PO Box 110

Lewistown MT 59457-0110
(406) 538-8706

LEE METCALF NWR
4567 Wildfowl Lane
Stevensville MT 59870
(406) 777-5552

MEDICINE LAKE NWR
(Lamesteer)

223 N Shore Rd

Medicine Lake MT 59247-9600
(406) 789-2305

NATIONAL BISON RANGE

(Nine-Pipe, Pablo, Swan River, Lost Trail)
132 Bison Range Rd

Moiese MT 59824

(406) 644-2211

RED ROCK LAKES NWR

27820 Southside Centennial Road
Lima MT 59739 =
(406) 276-3536




MONTANADEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
AND CONSERVATION
PO Box 201601
1625 Eleventh Avenue
Helena, MT 59601
406-444-2074

FORESTRY DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS

2705 Spurgin Road
Missoula, MT 59804-3199
(406) 542-4300

AREA OFFICES

CENTRAL

LAND OFFICE

8001 North Montana Ave.
Helena MT 59602

(406) 458-3500

EASTERN
LAND OFFICE

321 Main St.

PO Box 1794

Miles City MT 59301
(406) 232-2034

NORTHEASTERN

LAND OFFICE

613 NE Main Street

PO Box 1021

Lewistown Mt 59457-1021
(406) 538-7789

NORTHWEST

LAND OFFICE

2250 Highway 93 North
Kallispell MT 59901-2557
(406) 751-2240

SOUTHERN

LAND OFFICE

1371 Rimtop Dr.

Airport Industrial Park
Billings MT 59105-1978
(406) 247-4400

SOUTHWESTERN
LAND OFFICE
1401 27" Avenue
Missoula MT 59804
(406) 542-4200

UNIT OFFICES

Anaconda (406) 563-6078
Bozeman (406) 586-5243
Clearwater (406) 244-5857
Conrad (406) 278-7869
Dillon (406) 683-6305
Glasgow (406) 228-2430
Hamilton (406) 363-1585
Havre (406) 265-5236
Helena (406) 458-3506
Lincoln (406) 362-4999
Libby (406) 293-2711
Missoula (406) 542-4201
Plains (406) 826-3851
Olney (406) 881-2371
Swan River (406) 754-2301
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Montana Fish,
Wildlife R Parl

STATE HEADQUARTERS
1420 East 6" Avenue

PO Box 200701

Helena MT 59620-0701

(406) 444-2535

REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS AND AREA OFFICES

REGION 1- Kalispell
490 North Meridian Rd
Kalispell MT 59901
(406) 752-5501

REGION 2- Missoula
3201 Spurgin Rd
Missoula MT 59804
(406) 542-5500

REGION 3- Bozeman
1400 South 19
Bozeman MT 59718
(406) 994-4042

REGION 4- Great Falls
4600 Giant Springs Rd
Great Falls MT 59405
(406) 454-5840

REGION 5- Billings
2300 Lake EImo Dr.
Billings MT 59105
(406) 247-2940

REGION 6- Glasgow
54078 Highway 2 W.
Glasgow MT 59230
(406) 228-3700

REGION 7- Miles City
352 1-94 Business Loop
PO Box 1630

Miles City, MT 59301
(406) 234-0900

BUTTE AREA
RESOURCE OFFICE
1820 Meadowlark Lane
Butte MT 59701

(406) 494-1953

HAVRE AREA
RESOURCE OFFICE
2165 Hwy 2 East
Havre, MT 59501
(406) 265-6177

HELENA AREA
RESOURCE OFFICE

930 Custer Avenue West
Helena MT 59620

(406) 495-3260

LEWISTOWN AREA
RESOURCE OFFICE
215 W Aztec Dr

P.O. Box 938
Lewistown MT 59457
(406) 538-4658

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
Regional Boundaries



Forest Visitor Series Maps area available for each National Forest in Montana.
Each map covers all or part of one National Forest. Some of the Forests are

divided into several maps. The scale is 1/2 inch per mile. The maps show
roads, trails, streams, lakes, recreation sites, and land ownership.

Forest Visitor Series Maps area available for each National Forest in Montana. Each map covers all or part of one National Forest.
Some of the Forests are divided into several maps. The maps show roads, trails, streams, lakes, recreation sites, and land owner-
ship. Additional information is available on the web http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/

To order your Visitor Series Maps, visit the USFS web page at
http://www.fs.fed.us/recreation/nationalforeststore

Maps also can be purchased from any of the individual Forest Service offices listed.

Make your checks payable to “USDA-Forest Service” for amount of purchase only.
Maps will be sent after payment is made.

Individual maps of existing wilderness and primitive areas are also available for a charge. General information on each wilderness/
primitive area is available at no cost and can be sent to you upon request. The Forest Service also has numerous brochures on

campgrounds, recreation areas and miscellaneous subjects available free upon request.

NORTHERN REGION HEADQUARTERS
Federal Building

200 E. Broadway

PO Box 7669

Missoula MT 59807-7669

(406) 329-3511

NATIONAL FORESTS IN MONTANA

BEAVERHEAD/DEERLODGE
NATIONAL FOREST

420 Barrett St

Dillon MT 59725-3572

(406) 683-3900

BITTERROOT NATIONAL FOREST
1801 N 1st St

Hamilton MT 59840

(406) 363-7100

CUSTER NATIONAL FOREST
Box 50760

1310 Main St

Billings MT 59105

(406) 657-6200

FLATHEAD NATIONAL FOREST
1935 3rd Ave E

Kalispell MT 59901

(406) 758-5200

GALLATIN NATIONAL FOREST
Federal Building

10 E Babcock

PO Box 130

Bozeman MT 59771

(406) 587-6701

HELENA NATIONAL FOREST
2880 Skyway Dr

Helena MT 59602

(406) 449-5201

KOOTENAI NATIONAL FOREST
1101 US Highway 2 West

Libby MT 59923

(406) 293-6211

LEWIS & CLARK NATIONAL FOREST
Box 869

1101 15th St N

Great Falls MT 59405

(406) 791-7701

LOLO NATIONAL FOREST
Fort Missoula - Building 24
Missoula MT 59804

(406) 329-3750

-
by

Rev:7/10

For more information call (406) 329-3511.
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